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INTltOIJUCTJON 


This  paper  ivill  be  a brief  look  at  the  possibility  of 
omployinj"  military  police  resources  in  the  covering:  force 
area.  It  will  bo  based  on  the  present  concept  of  the  coverinf; 
force  and  the  missions  now  assigned  to  tlie  Division  M.P.  Company,  J 

This  information  will  bo  analyzed  to  see  if  tlioso  missions  need  j 

to  bo  included  in  the  covering  force  area  (CFA) . | 

This  paper  is  ^oritten  by  a military  ])olico  officer  with 
years  experience  in  the  field  and  an  assignment  ns  a company 
commander  of  a division  military  police  company  dn  Vietnam.  1 

This  paper  will  not  discuss  any  specific  unit  or  unit  size 
to  bo  con.'jidered  for  employment  in  the  CFA,  It  will  also  not 
include  any  discussion  of  combat  in  a nuclear  environment. 

Section  II  will  be  a general  review  of  the  covering  force 
concept.  It  will  include  missions,  composition  of  forces,  tind  | 

tactics.  j 

Section  III  will  bo  a review  of  tlie  traditiojial  missions  | 

assigned  to  a division  military  police  company.  It  will  include  i 

a brief  synojisis  of  the  nature  of  these  missions. 

Section  IV  will  bo  an  analysis  of  the  11,1’,  missions  that 
can  be  extended  into  the  covering  force  area,  | 

Section  V will  bo  the  conclusion.  It  will  include  any 
recoimncndations  that  should  bo  considered. 


II 


Tire  COVIiKING  FOUCE  CONCEPT 


The  battlefield,  when  prepared  for  defensive  operations, 
is  divided  into  three  distinct  areas:  the  covorinf;  foj’ce  area, 
the  main  battle  area,  and  the  rear  area.  Forces  and  fires  must 
be  apportioned  so  as  to  support  each  area  as  a part  of  the 
overall  defensive  plan. 

The  primary  mission  of  a covering  foi'co  is  to  gain  time. 
Time  is  gained  by: 


"(a)  Agrossive  offensive  action  and  skillful 
retrograde  operations, 

(b)  Imaginative  use  of  natural  and  manmade 
obstacles, 

(c)  Deceiving  the  enemy  as  to  the  true 
location  of  the  FET3A, 

(d)  Forcing  the  enemy  to  deploy  his  force 
prematurely, 

(e)  Inflicting  maximum  casualities  as  the 
enemy  advances, 

(f)  Providing  early  warning  of  enemy  movement,  " ^ 

The  time  that  is  gained  will  bo  used  to  shift  forces  in 
the  main  battle  area  to  moot  the  advancing  penetration.  This 
can  bo  accomplisliod  if  the  enemy  is  forced  to  dcploj"  for  close 
combat  in  the  covering  force  area  and  coiimii  t :i  1 s second  echelon 
forces  into  a main  thrust.  Since  enemy  docirine  is  to  channel- 
ize his  attack  into  a main  penetration,  tlie  defoncling  forces 
must  mass  their  firepou-or  at  that  critical  point  to  slop  tlie 
attaclv.  The  covering  force  will  accomplish  its  prinuu'y  mission 
If  it  cun  force  the  enemy  to  reveal  his  main  thrusts  ajid  provide 
time  for  the  main  battlo  area  forces  to  moot  the  attack. 


CGGC  I'cTo 


'■•r'lco  boolc  (UB)  100-3-1  (latod  July  1976,  lists 
four  basic  tasks  for  tho  coverinc  force; 

"(a)  Force  tho  enemy  into  reveal inj;  tho  stron^;th, 
location,  and  general  direction  of  his  main 
attack.  To  do  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
strip  away  enemy  reconnaissance  and  advance 
guard  elements.  Contact  with  tlie  enemy  main 
body  is  sought;  a fight  is  started  with  enough 
intensity  to  force  tho  enemy  to  deploy  man- 
euver and  fire  support  units  and  begin  his 
main  attack. 

(b)  Docoive  the  enemy,  or  prevent  the  enemy  from 
determining  the  strength,  dispositions , and 
locations  of  friendly  forces,  especially  those 
in  >tlie  main  battle  area. 

(c)  Uivest  the  enemy  of  his  air  rlefc'nsi'  uinbrolln, 
or  require  him  to  displace  his  air  rh>  Tenses 
before  attacking  the  main  lyati  le  aroa . 

(d)  Gain  time  for  tho  main  body,  etinbl  i ng  it  io 

deploy,  move,  or  prepare  defense's  withiei  tho 
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maxn  battle  area." 


I 

I 


( 

i 


Covering  force  units  sliould  make  contact  witli  tho  enemy 
as  soon  ns  they  enter  the  covering  force  area.  By  beginning 
f"e  battle  as  far  foia^ord  as  possible  it  will  give'  tlu'  main 
area  commanelers  tho  best  opportemi  ty  1 o analyze'  t he 
S . (ion  .and  shift  their  Torces  te>  cemnter  t.lie  main  atl.ac'k. 

The  covering  force  area  is  that  are'a  fre>m  the'  F>Jh\  forward 
to  the'  1 ine  of  contact..  Any  mobile  force  can  he  nseel  as  covei-- 
ing  forcer  but  normally  armored  cavalry  and  air  cavalry 
roinforceel  with  sufficient  tank,  antitank,  me'e-hani  z.e'l  infantry, 
field  artillery,  air  elefense  artillery,  engine'er,  and  attack 
holicor  ers  could  expe'ct  to  make-uj)  t.he  tcask  force'.  Artillery 
and  tactical  air  slie)u1e1  be'  eiseel  extensivf'ly  in  orele'T'  to  ,att  r-i  t. 
the  enemy  ami  ele'ceivo  him  into  believing  In'  has  made-«  cneitact 
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with  tlK'  main  dafiMisivo  1 iiu', 

WIkmi  t.ho  r ovt'T'j  n,';  form  has  dono  as  imucIi  rlaina^^o  -'ts  it  can 
it  wil  l [lass  throu,'7h  the  main  l)at.tlc  area  tlorensivo  jiosi  tions 
and  hofjiTi  other  ;issi{jnod  missions.  Thoso  missions  can  vary 
fi'om  rf'sorvn  or  ro fitting,  to  stron^thoninf^  the'  main  battle  area. 

The  concept  of  the  coverinc  force  i s to  have  a stronc, 
mobile  tactical  fif^htinp  force  to  attack  the  enemy  as  he  enters 
the  area  and  to  inflict  as  many  casualitios  as  possible.  Once 
contact  is  made,  elements  must  move  to  alternate  positions  and 
resume  the  fight,  itlien  the  enemy  is  identified,  maximtim  combat 
povi’or  will  bo  exerted  at  that  location.  Units  in  the  covering 
force  may  have  to  move  laterally  to  counter  any  enemy  penetration, 
Manetivor  and  fi.repov.'or  are  the  keys  to  mission  accomplish- 
ment in  i lie  covering  force  area.  It  would  follow  that  ammuni- 
tion anrl  POL  i/ould  bo  expended  or  used  up  at  greater  rates  than 
previously  experienced. 
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MILITARY  POLICE  MISSIONS 

There  are  fifteen  missions  normally  assigned  to  a division 

* 

military  police  company.  Six  of  these  missions  deal  with  normal 
police  activities  or  relate  to  roar  area  protection  and  aroca 
damage  control.  Tliose  six  will  not  bo  dlscusse<l  further  as 
they  do  not  lend  themselves  to  any  possible  use  in  the  covering 
force  area.  The  remaining  nine  will  be  discussed  in  depth  in 
the  following  paragraphs. 

Traffic  Control  - "Military  police  traffic  conti'oJ  opoi'a- 
tions  are  vital  in  combat  operations".  The  traffic  circulation 
plan,  prepared  by  the  division  transportation  officer,  details 
the  use  of  the  road  network.  Control  of  this  i^lan  is  a mission 
of  the  military  police.  In  combat,  emphasis  is  on  uninterrupted 
movement.  Supplies  heading  to  the  troops-in-contact  are  given 
' priority  on  routes  forit’aTt]  while  evacuation  of  wounded  is  given 

priority  to  the  roar.  Other  traffic  is  directed  to  secondary 
roads  so  as  not  to  interfere  witli  this  higher  priority  traffic. 
Enforcing  this  plan  requires  traffic  control  posts,  ])atrolling 
roadblocks,  searches,  travel  permits,  cargo  manifest  checks, 
seizure  of  contriband,  and  detainment  of  susjjoct  individuals, 

I Physical  Security  - Security  of  sensitive  Items  in  a combat 

zone  is  done  at  static  locations  and  along  routes  of  march. 
Military  police  are  prepared  to  secure  installations,  flov.’-nod  air- 
craft, di  stinguishi'd  visitors,  or  most  any  oihe-r  sensitive  item. 
This  rofiuireniont  is  usually  temporary  because  of  the  rapid 

• * 

changing  situation  in  combat.  Attended  .nul  UTiattended  sensors, 
dogs,  and  nlglit  vision  aids  may  bo  used  to  augment  physical 
security  fjuards, 

formiand  Post  Security  - Military  policemen  man  the  internal 
security  posts  designated  by  the  heafhpi.art  ers  commandant  as  a 
1 part  of  Mie  overall  deferjsr'  ami  sc'cnrity  plrvn  for  llu'  division 


main  coim:inn>l  i)osl,  Tlu'  'I'OC,  f division  war  room,  llio 
comnnml<'.i  I ions  (^ontoi-,  Caf' i lit  ■ os  for  spocirti  i ni  o i 1 i ,';'^nro  , otrl 
tlio  division  cu>iTimniidoT'*  ;;  ()iKirtors  aro  nil  cf>voro(l  in  l!i<'  srrurity 
Ilian.  Jn  sotno  circumstances,  M.P.'s  may  be  used  as  jit>rsonal 
security  for  tiu'  C.G.  and  travel  witli  lilm  at  all  i.imf's.  Si  mi  liar 
security  T'eqiii rements  are  found  in  each  of  the  bricades. 

Pri  sonc^rs  of  V/ar  - Military  police  units  <>stab]is1i  forward 
and  cenirai  P.'w',  collecting;  poi.nts  to  relieve  combat  1 mops  of 
the  additional  task  of  tiieir  security,  Forvaartl  P.'.t,  points  are 
located  i ?i  eacli  committed  brigade.  Classification,  sof;ref;ation, 
processln."  and  evacviation  aro  also  a division  military  j)olico 
rosponslbili  ty, 

Citvni.1  at  i on  (h)nt,T'oi  of  Tnrii  vidua  Is  - Is  a part  of  (heir  other 
duties,  militfiry  iiol  icemen  exercise  control  over  st,ra.';;;.1  ers  and 
rofucees,  Straf;;;lers  are  identified,  reported,  and  returnerl  to 
their  unit  as  rjuJckly  as  possible.  Uefu{;ees  tliat  can  cloj;  up  main 
supply  routes  are  fli.verted  to  secondary  roads  or  flir<'ctc'd  to  desig- 
nated evacuation  centers.  The  l.atter  function  is  doiie  in  con— 
junctioTi  \.'i  i h the  r,3  and  local  authoT'i  ti  es , 

lOn  forcemc'ut:  - The  enfoi'cement  of  military  laws,  orders,  aiul 
rofpilati.otis  as  iirel  1 as  host,  country  laws  is  a function  of  all 
military  police.  i'heli'  [)resonce  will  often  deter  crimes  from 
occurri n,c,  Manj'  times  i.bcy  are  the  only  i>o1i('e  force  able  to 
respond  to  calls  for  assist;anco. 

;\jfi  1.0  Civil  \iit  her  i ties  — There  is  a constant  r('»|ulrement 
to  aid  and  support,  local  ci  vil  aut.l^ori  t;y , Control  of  refufy'cs, 
searchiiw;  bnilfH,nf;s,  opcT'etinp;  checkpoints,  and  providin,f; 
emei'f^eTic  j'  comiTiuni  rati  ons  .are  all  types  of  assistance  th.at  can 
bo  providf'd  by  thf'  division  military  f>olice. 


Pol  icf<  I ti  f')  rma  t i on  - I'lie  f love  lopmrni  t of  police  iriformation  by 
M.r.’s  aiid  local  police  c o’tip  1 i men  t s t lie  ovi'rall  i n t e 1 1 i pi'nce 
prof^ram.  1 n I e rro  ya  t i on  , i flruiti  fi  cn  ti  on  , and  searidiin,";  techniques 
can  prr>\  ' dt.  %•  > i ua  b 1 (>  i i>  f'o  cma  I t on  f I'r  (ho  •>  1 1 _ >5  nu  rc  c i n t r'  1 1 i nc<' 
center,  ' ’ I 1 i .1  s rin  with  local  po  1 i c f>  will  i n su  re  ra  p i d 


transinitial  of  Ihis  iiirormation  to  tho  njiproprd  ato  into  .1  1 ivp'nco 
center. 


Populace  ami  l{f'sourco  Control  - Military  Police  involvement 
in  populace  and  rosourco  control  is  normally  limited  to 
assistinfv  the  host  ('ovornmont  in  traffic  control,  military 
police  invostifjeti  ons , sneurity  activities,  ajui  refugee  control. 
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I V 

MISS'JON  AMALYSIS 

TIk'  (lOMir'ol  of  t.i'itffic  in  tho  rovorin,';  Torco  to  l)o 

just  tis  iniportruil.  :is  i.  I is  Lii  tlio  nuiin  bnt1:lo  aroo  nrul  tlio  rf*ar 
area.  I'orrc's  a ro  oxpi'ctt'fl  i.o  nso  moro  I’OL  an'l  amtnmri  I j an  borauso 
of  tlic  nr>f'ii  for  iii.tf^sod  fi  ro[>o\v’or  nnci  mobility.  If 

operations  .'tro  firo  i oM|';of ) for  sevornl  daj'-s,  tlion  Tnsupjily  will  )je 
an  on£;oinf7  roi|uireniont . 1'bo  stracfplor  iiroblnin  will  not  bo  as 
groat  as  i.n  offonsivo  operations  but  I'ofugoos  can  bo  expected  to 
bo  a soi'ious  obstacle.  It  is  important  to  koej)  the  main  supply 
routes  opi'ti  dui'i  n,'7  tiie  resupply  efforts. 

Critical  ilems  of  ei|uiiimont,  sucli  as  iCM-1  tanks  and  air- 
craft; are  e?:peci,ed  to  be  disabled.  Often  this  ofiuipmont  li.as 
valuabl  f'  and  sensitive  items  on-board.  Military  police  can  bo 
employed  to  secure  i;bis  ('quipmont  until  maintenance  personnel 
can  evacuate  the  desired  items.  The  vise  of  M.P.*s  will  free 
combat  t.roops  foi'  tlieir  combat  mission. 

Sf'rnrity  of  f l)f>  commander  of  the  covering  force  r\nd  his 
tactical  operal  ifms  c'nitc'r  (TOC)  is  a mission  that  may  be  done  by 
combat  i:roops  or  military  policemen.  It  would  probably  depend  on 
resources  available.  .Since  M.P.'s  are  presently  not  assigned  to 
covering  force  operations,  it  would  be  done  by  combal  troop.s.  If 
M.P.'s  were  assigned,  they  would  be  suited  for  C.ci,  security  anrl 
close-in  security  of  the  TOC.  Security  of  a pari  motor,  if 
establi sbed , would  st#ill  have  to  be  done  by  r;oinbat  troops  because 
of  tho  lack  of  tactical  i^-ciaimns  available  to  the  M.P.'s. 

The  security  and  safety  of  enemy  j^risoiiers  of  v.-.ar  is  the 
capturing  uni  Is  re,spr)nsi  h i 1 i.  I y niil  il  ihey  can  I nrn  I Iw'in  over  to 
forwnrfl  collectiaig  [>oiiits.  It  \;oulf1  great  Ij-  assist  tliese 

units  if  P.V/.  collecting  imints  were  esinhlirdied  .as  fai-  forw.ard 
as  jms.si.hle^  even  in  the  covering  foi'ce  area,  so  tln'j'  .are  not 
burdened  .any  longer  than  jiecossarj'. 

I do  not  envision  any  need  for  do  I ailed  'ni  fo  rcf'nt'o  t of  la'>s 
otc.  <1nring  aelu.il  '-ombal  . Norm.al  jm)1  ic'e  u’ot'!'  is  sMspepdod 
during  llii''  ( inr'.  Vny  rrimin.al  ae  I i v i i y during  romb.at  x.-onld  be 


invosl  after  lios  t i ] i I i es  inve  f'nde<l,  ]f  police  \.'ere 

patrol  1 .1  ii;;  (lie  roads  and  maniiin,'"  circulation  coni  rol  [loiiits  (CCP's) 
for  otliei’  missions,  wlicy  m.'iy  act  as  a detori’ent  for  some  crimes 
and  bo  able  to  (jatlior  liinitofl  data  on  rofiorto'.l  crimes.  Tbi  s 
u'oultl  be  a residual  effect  from  other  missions  previously  dis- 
cussed. 

As  discussed  i/itli  tlio  traffic  contj'ol  mission,  the  movement 
of  refufjoes  ovc'r  suf'ply  routes  w 'uld  riKluco  the  e ffoc  I ivenoss  of 
the  rosupply  movement , Tlie  M.P.’s  could  aid  civil  authorities 
to  direct  and  escort  them  on  other  routes.  Communications 
equipment  available  to  the  M.P.'s  could  .also  assist  loc.al  author- 
ities ost.abli  sh  control  over  the  population,  Otlier  needed 
assist.ance  could  b<?  rendeia'd  if  M.P,*s  uere  .av.ailable. 

Mil  itiiry  police  patrols  and  CCP's  ii/ould  be  continuously 
Catlxeriuiq  information  aljout  bridf^es,  obst.'cles,  road  dat.a  and 
even  enemy  .activity.  This  information  would  be  another  source  of 
data  to  help  the  comm.'mdor  fight  the  battle.  This  is  also  a 
residual  effect  of  other  missions. 

The  .are.a  of  poj)ulace  and  resources  control  has  been  discussed 
previously  in  other  paragr.aplis . If  M.P.'s  wei'c  availrdjle  in  the 
covering  force  area  they  could  aid  tlie  local  population  in  m.any 
capacities.  This  assistance  would  deponrl  on  the  combat  situfition 
and  the  .ability  of  the  host  government  to  imiilement  it's 
programs . 
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CONCLUSION 

Tho  military  police  do  have  a place  in  tlie  covei’infj  force 
area.  They  should  be  used  to  establish  traffic  control  so 
supplies  can  rf'ach  troops  in  contact  as  soon  as  possible.  By 
doinfj  this  they  will  also  roduce  the  rofuf^ee  problem  and  assist 
stracf^lf'rs  in  findin£j  their  units. 

Tlif'y  shotilil  bo  used  to  temporarily  secure  sensitive  equip- 
ment uniil  evacuation  can  bo  accompllslied . They  are  ideally 
suited  to  secure  the  covnrinfj  force  commander  and  the  TOC.  Tliis 
would  reduce  tlio  number  of  combat  troops  divertorl  from  their 
primary  mission. 

They  siiould  sot  up  Prisoner  of  Uar  collectin;^  ]ioints  and 
evacuate  P.W.'s  to  the  roar  as  soon  ns  possible. 

These  functions  can  bo  specifically  nssi^fned  to  an  M.P. 
unit.  Tiie  size  of  the  unit  would  naturally  depend  on  the  size 
of  the  covering'  force  and  tiie  area  to  bo  covered.  ',/hen  desi,;pi- 
i n^'j  tlio  force,  conslderati  on  of  special  eqtii  pment  siiould  b(' 
includorl.  Ai’morod  cars,  anti-tank  v/t'apons,  or  se<'ure  communi- 
cations equipment  are  examples  of  equipment  that  may  be  added 
dependin,q  on  the  missions. 

Once  aji  M.P.  unit  is  nssi(jnod  to  a covorinc  force  with  tlio 
previously  mentioned  missions,  the  residual  functions  of 
enforcement  of  laws,  circulation  control  of  ind i.vidual  s , police 
intelll{ience , aid  to  civil  authorities,  and  populace  and 
resources  control  would  also  be  realized. 

The  overall  effect  would  bo'better  use  of  combal  forces  in 
tho  CFA  .and  the  use  o f .a  trained  resources  not  now  u,s('d. 

J recommend  that  futin’o  floctrine  include  tn  i li  t.'iry  police 
in  the  covf'rin,';  force.  1.  further  recommend  Ilia  I <lof(>Msive 
operations  (Ul6l)  i;au(jht  at  CGSC  include  M.P.  ;ilay.  ,\ft.er 
several  rounds  of  31^1»  n more  detailed  sludy  of  the  1 ype  of 
unit,  speci.al  equipment,  .anrl  mission  analysis  could  b»'  presenled 
.as  official  Anny  floctrine. 
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